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Farewell Lucia (woof)! 
To those of you who have been receiving our newsletters since we first 
opened our doors in August 2005 and have enjoyed seeing my 
signature on all correspondence with ‘and Lucia (woof!)’ I am sad to tell 
you Lucia died earlier this year. Somehow I just haven’t been able to 
write a newsletter until now. She was loved until the end but at 16 
years she had just run out of puff and was going blind and deaf. It just 
got too hard for her. However she lives on in the concept of Bowen 
Cottage which was originally set up just as a dog friendly short stay 
home. Now many of you who stay with us either don’t have dogs or 
choose not to bring them with you on your visits to Melbourne.  She will 
also live on in the website, brochures, advertisements and her hints 
about where to go in Melbourne with your dog. Her full name was Santa 
Lucia as I got her from the Lost Dogs Home one Christmas – so Santa 
brought her. She had had a pretty rugged time before I collected her 
but life was pretty good after that! And so for the last time here she is! 
 

 
 
And so this newsletter begins with   

Lucia’s favourite dog walks 
When you come to stay at Bowen Cottage we’ll give you a list of 
places to go to run and explore. Finding lovely parks while Melbourne is 
on stage 3+ water restrictions is hard but the Barkly Gardens are a  
wonderful hidden gem – these lovely gardens are doggie heaven – no 
leads, trees to smell and mark, grass to run on and lots of dogs! Its 
great all day but for a really fun time – for both owners and their dogs - 
make sure you are there in the early morning or after 5! I’ll still 
continue to tell you more secrets next time! 
 

Melbourne – the Theatre Capital  
Melbourne continues to draw blockbuster theatre productions including 
Priscilla Queen of the Desert, Spamalot and Wicked are all due to 
open in Melbourne over the next 12 months. With the return of 
Phantom of the Opera  there is something for everyone. And all are 
an easy tram ride from Bowen Cottage. And - the Melbourne 
International Festival begins in October.  
 

Melbourne – the Sporting Capital 
The opportunity is too good to miss – with the AFL Grand Final this 
weekend – and as a Geelong supporter – I have to say ‘Go Cats’ (not 
dogs!) – let’s hope that after 44 years we’ll at last win the premiership.  
We have the Australian Open coming up in January and due to a 
cancellation because of pending ‘grandparenthood’ you may be lucky 
enough to secure a few nights at Bowen Cottage – just a leisurely 
stroll from the Rod Laver Arena.  

Guests rate Bowen Cottage ‘EXCELLENT’  
Stuart, Kim, Emma and Claire (Queensland) 
The city of Melbourne opens up from this location – trams in all 
directions and rail just down the street. A fantastic spot for those 
without a car. All local recommendations were spot on – a quintessential 
experience. Bowen Cottage is definitely a ‘home away from home’ - 
the attention to detail and homey touches were much appreciated. 
Helen, Betty and Rosie (Sydney) 
Our only concern is that we can measure up for another stay 
Deb, Richard  and Zac (Mornington Peninsula) 
The house is just beautiful and handy to everything. We loved it! All the 
food provided for breakfast was great, more than I expected. Zac 
settled in beautifully and loved his MCG Parkland walks.  
Raena, Martin and Scrapster and Jessie (WA) 
Absolutely no improvements necessary. What a magnificent place and 
how wonderful to have someone who is so careful to include the small 
things. You should be very proud of your beautiful cottage (I am!) 
Sheridan, Gaynor and Connan (Victoria) 
I have never seen my mother relax so completely and so quickly as she 
did once she entered Bowen Cottage.  
 
Our biggest problem (a nice one to have for us – but not for you!) is the 
number of clients we are UNABLE to accommodate. Our occupancy rate 
is ‘through the roof’! So - please book early to ensure that we can 
confirm your stay at Bowen Cottage.  
 

Beautiful Accommodation 
We are thrilled that the well known publication – and website 
www.beautifulaccommodation.com.au (add this to your ‘favourites’) 
now includes Bowen Cottage. Look out for the new issue of Victoria 
and Tasmania – it should hit the shelves by November 2007.  

 
Melbourne’s Hidden Gems 
In this issue we are focusing on the Yarra River area near the historic 
Como House – an elegant home with wonderful gardens. Como Park is 
great for a walk – with or without dogs – and just across the road is a 
fun café Kanteen where you can sit at a trestle table – in the gravel! - 
and enjoy casual food and coffee. It is located opposite a hidden gem of 
Melbourne - Herring Island – the only way over is by punt where the 
sculptures dotted around the bush are fantastic.  
 

VisitVineyards.com 
Bowen Cottage is in a great location to set out on a day trip to the 
marvelous wineries surrounding Melbourne – the Yarra Valley, 
Mornington or Bellarine Peninsulas, Macedon and more – plan your next 
stay by checking out some great wineries by visiting 
www.visitvineyards.com We are offering you the chance to win a 
Mornington Peninsula gourmet wine and food hamper by visiting the 
site – Simply click the following link and fill in your details. 
 http://www.visitvineyards.com/subscribe_competitions.jsp?a
ction=competition AND if you mention Bowen Cottage you will get 
2 chances to win! The hamper is posted free of charge within Australia.  
 

Did you know 
The sentence: "The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog" uses 
every letter of the alphabet 
Find your way to/from and around the city – www.whereis.com 
And of course: www.hiddengems.com.au!! 

Bowen Cottage – your home away from home
 


